
GOVERNMENT OF THE ISTRICT OF 
B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12493 o f  John W. Ridanour ,  I11 and Dorothy W. 
R idanour ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub-sec t ion  8207.2 o f  the Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  unde r  Paragraph 4101.41 t o  es ta-  
b l i sh  a p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  the SP D i s t r i c t  a t  the p remises  401-407 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue, N.W., Square  S-516, Lots  23 ,24 ,800 ,805  
and 842. 

HEARING DATE: October 19 ,  1977 
DECISION DATE: November 2 ,  1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1.. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  SP Zone D i s t r i c t  
a t  401-407 Massachuse t t s  Avenue, N.W. 

2 .  T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  v a c a n t  and unimproved. 

3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  u s e  the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  as  a 
p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

4 .  T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6545 s q u a r e  fee t  
i n  a r e a ,  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  the n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Avenue and 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.W.,  and i s  bounded b y  a p r i v a t e  
p a r k i n g  l o t  on the n o r t h  and a three s t o r y  br ick  o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g  on the w e s t .  

5 .  T h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  paved w i t h  asphalt  i n  f a i r  c o n d i t i o n  and 
equipped  w i t h  l i gh t s .  T h e  o n l y  s t r u c t u r e  on  the s i t e  i s  a s m a l l  
shed  on the n o r t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r ,  used  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the 
l a s t  known u s e  of the p r o p e r t y  as  tha t  o f  a u sed  car sales l o t .  
T h i s  u s e  w a s  covered  unde r  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy €3-54723, 
d a t e d  December 17 ,  1965. T h i s  p e r m i t  however,  covered  l o t s  
800,805 and 942. N o  r e c o r d  i s  shown on l o t s  23 and 24. 

6 .  T h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  the Downtown Urban Renewal 
A r e a  approved b y  the D.C.  C o u n c i l  o n  J a n u a r y  18, 1972. The 
Department o f  Housing and Community Developments has no p l a n s  t o  
a c q u i r e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the s q u a r e .  
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7 .  The p resen t  cha rac t e r  of the  neighborhood is  of mixed- 
u s e  p r imar i ly  non-resident i a  1 b u i  Id  ings . 

8. The app l i can t  plans access  t o  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  from the  
e x i s t i n g  c u r b  c u t  on 4 t h  Street  only.  N o  eg res s  o r  i ng res s  
w i l l  be from Massachusetts Avenue, due t o  heavy t r a f f i c  flow. 

9. The Department of Transpor ta t ion  by r e p o r t  dated 
October 1 2 ,  1977, recommended a four  year approval of t h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

10. The Municipal Planning Off ice  by r e p o r t  dated August 
31 ,  1977 recommended approval of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  not  t o  exceed 
f o u r  years  s u b j e c t  t o  the  condi t ions  t h a t  ( a )  Conformance with 
Sec t ion  7404 of the  Zoning Regulations is  m e t ,  and (b) Limita- 
t i o n  of access  t o  the  proper ty  be from 4 t h  Street  only ,  

11. There was no Advisory Neighborhood Commission r e p o r t  
on t h i s  app l i ca t ion .  

1 2 .  There was no oppos i t ion  t o  the  g ran t ing  of t h i s  app l i -  
c a t  ion. 

CONCLUSION OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board concludes t h a t  the  subject proper ty  i s  located 
i n  an S P  Zone D i s t r i c t ,  surrounded by non-res ident ia l  s t r u c t u r e s  
and is  the re fo re  so loca ted  t h a t  i t  i s  not  l i k e l y  t o  become 
objec t ionable  t o  ad jo in ing  o r  nearby proper ty  because of no ise ,  
t r a f f i c  o r  o t h e r  ob jec t ionable  condi t ions ,  The Board f u r t h e r  
i s  of opinion t h a t  t he  p re sen t  cha rac t e r  and f u t u r e  develop- 
ment of the neighborhood w i l l  not  be adverse ly  e f f e c t e d .  It  
i s  the re fo re  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  hereby GRANTED 
s u b j e c t  t o  the  fol lowing condi t ions :  

a .  Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a per iod of t h r e e  yea r s ,  which 
per iod may be renewed upon the  f i l i n g  of a proper 
app l i ca t ion .  

b. Access t o  the  parking l o t  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  4 t h  
Street  only.  
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C .  

d. 

e .  

f .  

9. 

h .  

i. 

j .  

A l l  a r e a s  devoted t o  driveways,  access l anes ,  and 
park ing  a r e a s  s h a l l  be maintained w i t h  a paving of 
mater ia l  forming an  a l l -wea the r  impervious s u r f a c e .  

A n  e i g h t  (8)  inch  coping s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and main- 
t a i n e d  a long  each  s i d e  of a l l  driveways t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  p u b l i c  space.  

Bumper s t o p s  sha l l  be e r e c t e d  and maint ianed f o r  the 
p r o t e c t i o n  of a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

N o  v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t he reo f  s h a l l  be permi t ted  t o  
p r o j e c t  over  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  or  on o r  over  
t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

A l l  p a r t s  of  the l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved or  landscaped. 
s h a l l  be maintained i n  a h e a l t h y  growing c o n d i t i o n  
and i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance.  

Landscaping 

No o t h e r  u se  s h a l l  be conducted from or upon t h e  
premises and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t han  an  a t t e n d a n t ' s  
shel ter  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  premises  
u n l e s s  such use  o r  s t r u c t u r e  is  o the rwise  pe rmi t t ed  
i n  the zoning d i s t r i c t  i n  which the pa rk ing  l o t  i s  
loca ted .  

Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  the  park ing  l o t  o r  
i t s  accesso ry  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be so  ar ranged  t h a t  a l l  
d i r e c t  r a y s  of such l i g h t i n g  are  conf ined  t o  the 
s u r f a c e  of t h e  park ing  l o t .  

T h e  a p p e l l a n t  s h a l l  i n s t a l l  some k ind  of p r o t e c t i n g  
w a l l  o r  f a i l  t o  s t o p  the automobiles  before h i t t i n g  
the a d j a c e n t  w a l l s .  

VOTE: 4-0 (Walter B .  Lewis,William F, McIntosh, Chloethiel  
woodard S m i t h  and Leonard L ,  McCants t o  g r a n t ,  
Charles R.  Nor r i s  no t  p r e s e n t ,  no t  v o t i n g )  
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BY ORDER O F  THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Q 1, 
\ 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

[I F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 

MENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 

I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 


